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Official Holiday: New Holiday Culture Feature of
the Tang and Song Dynasties

WEI Hua-xian

(History, Culture and Tourism Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract; The academia generally holds that official holiday, a type of festivity as opposed to folk
festivals, emerges during the period of the Republic of China. Through a study of Tang-Song festival clas-
sification and an analysis of their activities and participants, it seems to come into being during the Em-
peror Xuanzong and have further development to the Song Dynasty, which becomes a distinctive feature of
the periods’ holiday culture and has far-reaching influence on the generations to come.

Key words; Tang-Song period ; official holiday; significance; influence
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