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Ultimate Concern and Ideal Surroundings: Comparison Between Taoist
“Abode of the Immortals” and Christian “New Heaven and New Earth”

MAO Li-ya

( Philosophy Department, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093 ;

History, Culture and Tourism Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract ; Taoist as well as Christian ultimate concern is closely connected with their ideal world,
which are, in the perspective of ecology, harmonious coexistence of man and nature of “abode of the im-
mortals” in Taoism and “new heaven and new earth” in Christianity. There is, however, difference be-
tween the two: as sacred space, Taoist ideal world located in famous mountains is not only for Taoists be-
coming immortal but a substantial place of existence, while Christian real world related to the final judg-
ment is fully realized with Christ’s second coming only.

Key words; Taoism; abode of the immortals; Christianity; new heaven and a new earth
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