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Pinter in China. Retrospect and Reflection

YUAN De-cheng

(School of Foreign Languages and Cultures. Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: For varied reasons, our understanding of Harold Pinter, the Nobel Prize winner for

literature in 2005, is far from enough and, therefore, should be deepened. If we review the

process of introducing, translating, studying and staging Pinter’s plays in China, we shall find

that there is discrepancy between interpretations of Pinter in the Chinese and British contexts.

This is due to the difference between the historical, social and cultural conditions of the two

countries. If we compare the reception of Pinter in China and in Russia, the above-mentioned rea-

sons will become obvious, and realization of them will help us understand Pinter better.

Key words: Harold Pinter; the theatre of the absurd; realism; interpretation; misreading
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