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Sima Qian’s View of You Xia

LIU FEI-bin

(Taoism and Religious Culture Research Institute, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064 ;

Chinese Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract;Sima Qian lionizes youxia (a person adept in martial arts and given to chivalrous con-
duct) for the first time in his Shi Ji, and makes a systematic elaboration of his view of you xia, defining
its spiritual features with connotations of personality and quality and denotations of classification. Sima’s
view, of intense emotion-expressing, seems to be emotional recollections of personal experiences, but ac-
tually gives expressions to his worldly mentality of Confucian ideology under strong impact. Sima’s elabo-
ration is a milestone of far-reaching influence. To analyze his view of you xia is of great important value
in understanding you xia phenomenon, its literature and even the ideology of the nation.

Key words:Sima Qian; view of you xia; emotion-expressing; influence
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