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Relationship between Historical Representation and Cognition: With

Reconsideration of the Controversy between Ankersmit and Zammito

WANG Zhi-hua

(Department of Philosophy, Xiamen University, Xiamen. Fujian 361005, China)

Abstract; Ankersmit asserts that each singular sentence contained by a historical representa-

tion which is constituted by a set of sentences has a reference in historical reality while the whole

text which has no counterpart in historical reality is just “about” it.

Zammito argued against

Ankersmit’s opinion that historical text on the whole has no reference for inter-subjective accepta-

bility could be its reference. However, Zammito confuses natural science and historical represen-

tation, the standard of inter-subjective acceptability runs counter to contemporary historical prac-

tice. Accordingly, Zammito's theory is inconsistent and unacceptable.

Key words: historical representation and cognition; Ankersmit; Zammito; reference; about-

ness; inter-subjectivity
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