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On the Aesthetic Thoughts of Alexander Gottlieb Baumgarten

ZHU Li-yuan', LI Yong-qing®

(1. Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433 China;
2. School of Chinese Language and Literature, Shanxi Normal University, Linfen. Shanxi 041004 ,China)

Abstract: Baumgarten, in the time when philosophy was still seeking for its independence as
a discipline, with the antimony of rational knowledge and perceptual knowledge, put forward the
hypothesis of constructing the concept of Aesthetic and preliminarily accomplished the construc-
tion of the first complete theoretical system in the history of aesthetics, which provided an ex-
traordinary example for later aesthetics and art philosophy. His hypothesis of aesthetics directly
influenced German classic aesthetician, especially Kant’s thought on aesthetic dimension. He ad-
vanced and elaborated such theoretical notions and propositions as “the truth of aesthetic appreci-
ation”, “the concept similar to ration”, which laid the foundation of the legitimacy even the pri-
ority of the existence and value of art and aesthetic appreciation during the time of Rationalism,
and he, with no doubt, deserves the honorable reputation of “the Father of Aesthetics”.

Key words: Baumgarten; aesthetic thought; “the truth of aesthetic appreciation ”;

Mediationes Philosophicae de Nonnullis; Aesthetics
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