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Xiao Jiefu and Modern Chinese Shu School

GUO Qi-yong

(Philosophy Institute, Wuhan University, Wuhan, Hubei 430072, China)

Abstract: Modern Chinese Shu School is a kind of cultural community made up of “Liao Ping”
and many Shu scholars influenced by him. During the cultural transformation, from the late
Qing dynasty to the Republic Period, this school aroused people’s profound reflections on Chi-
nese and western cultures, with such representatives as Meng Wentong, Liu Xianxin, Tang Ju-
nyi and so on. Xiao Jiefu has been deeply influenced by Modern Chinese Shu School via his fa-
ther, Xiao Zhonglun. An attribute of Modern Chinese Shu school is that Chinese and western
cultures complemented to each other relatively and characterized by the profound traditional aca-
demic background, especially the scholars are proficient in classics and history, with broad and
inclusive mind, in pursuit of perfect personality, and their way of expression looks quite poetic.
Philosophy and poetry promote each other harmoniously in Modern Chinese Shu School. Howev-
er, for more than a hundred years,educational circles have judged the Chinese civilization only by
western cultures which is not appropriate and needs reevaluation. In the background of Chinese
civilization source, many attributes of Chinese nation have not been understood clearly. Mr. Xi-
ao’s research on Shu School inspires us to explore the uniqueness of Chinese civilization in the
process of development.
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