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An Analysis of the Interpretation Methods of Constitution:
Difference and Cause Between Traditional and Modern Interpretation

LIU Guo

(Law School, Jiangxi University of Finance and Economy, Nanchang, Jiangxi 330013, China)

Abstract; There exists a distinction both in form and in essence between traditional and mod-
ern interpretation methods of constitution. The distinctions in form are indicated in the different
degree of interpreting the constitution and the positivity degree of interpreter. The essential dis-
tinction lies in the former one exploring the intention of constitution framer from the perspective
of constitution text, whereas the latter one emphasizes on ensuring citizens’ fundamental rights.
The external reason for such distinctions is the emphasis and consolidation of fundamental human
right protection after the World War II. The internal reasons are the new development of juris-
prudence ever since 20th century and the reform of interpretation of law caused by it.

Key words: traditional interpretation methods of constitution; modern interpretation methods

of constitution; fundamental right; jurisprudence
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