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An Analysis of the Dissimilation of Religious Tourism

GAO Ke

(College of History, Changchun Normal University, Changchun, Jilin 130032, China)

Abstract: The religious tourism develops quite rapidly in China. Yet it has still many serious
problems of dissimilation. Research shows that problems mostly lie in the dissimilation of
tourism development, commodification and degeneration of religious culture, the flood of feudral
superstiotion and the dissimilation of consuming behavior of tourists. All those hinder the sus-
tainable development of religious tourism of China. The dissimilation of religious tourism has its
root in various factors including, the profit-seeking of tourism., the inherent contradiction of Reli-
gion of being secular,secularization of religion and culture,pragmatic religious practice, the moti-
vation of tourism development, development and management of tourism, and the consuming be-
havior of tourists. The sustainable development of religious tourism in China should insist the
scientific outlook of development, enhance the government’s supervision, the education of tour-
ists and encourage the participation of local community. In that way can a coordinate mechanism
of profits among the related parties of religious tourism.

Key words:religious tourism; dissimilation; secularization of religion; commodification cul-

ture; sustainable development
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