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On the Lifetime Issues About Monk Yan Cong of Sui Dynasty

HUANG Xiao-peng

(The Foreign Language Department,Chengdu Normal College,Chengdu,Sichuan 611130, China)

Abstract: Monk Yan Cong, the major translation theorist of Sui Dynasty, occupies the im-
portant place for his treatise On Right Way , which was the first in the Chinese history of transla-
tion theory; he was also a Buddhist sutra translator. Yet the studies on his life, translating activ-
ities remain to be furthered. Research shows that his lifetime (557 —610) was between the 6th
and 7th centuries, i. e. the end of Northern Dynasties and Sui Dynasty and he spent the most of
his years in Sui Dynasty. His birthplace locates in today’s Longyao County of Xingtai City in He-
bei of China. Besides being the accomplished monk of his time, sutra translator and translation
theorist, he also held the official position of secretaryship (Xue Shi) in the central government of
Sui Dynasty.

Key words: monk Yan Cong of Sui dynasty; lifetime; sutra translation; secretaryship

(Xueshi)
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