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On the Research of “Inverse Growth” of
Gates’ African-American Literary Theory

HE Yan-li

(The College of Literature and Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract ; The inverse growth of Gates’ African-American literary theory means that the eth-
nic literature develops into colloquial toast, and then from the African-American colloquial cul-
tural tradition to African colloquial cultural tradition. That is the outcome of resisting the Euro-
centrism. The total travel of the theorizing back starts form the intertextuality of works of the
same nationality, then to the signifying monkey, then to the New Orleans’ monkey, then to Ha-
vana’s monkey, then to the monkey, then to Esu and at last to the signifying theory. By mentio-
ning the relationship between the African-American tradition and African tradition, the com-
pleteness the black literary theory is intended to be proved and the hegemony of white literary
theory is to be deconstructed. However, there is no written evidence to prove that the monkey
left the Esu’s side at Havana and swam to New Orleans, which means Gates couldn’t prove the
connection between Esu and Signifying Monkey. It is this broken arc of metaphysical unity that
implies the cultural dilemma of African-centrism.

Key words: Gates; inverse growth back; Signifying Monkey; Esu
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