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The Style Formation of The Analects and Its Structural Model

XIA De-kao

(School of Liberal Arts, Guizhou Normal College, Guiyang, Guizhou 550018, China)

Abstract: The Analects has both opinion record style and visit record style, with which the
former has the style of aphorism, of dialogue and of things. The compiling of The Analects is es-
sence influenced by the historiographer tradition and learning tradition. The materials are mainly
from the original notes from the followers of Confucius and are combined, enlarged, transferred
and recreated by the compilers. All those led to the co-existence of opinion record style and visit
record style in The Analects. The quotation style originates from the Songqi Quotations of the
Southern Dynasty which is actually a language document. In that way, quotation style learned
from the language document and is another way of naming the latter. The Analects are often re-
garded as a sample of quotation style in literary history and literary works. And they explained
the quotation style as the opinion record. However, the opinion record records not only opinions
but also visits.

Key words: The Analects ; literary style; records of both opinions and visits; quotation style
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