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The Commercial Relationship between Kings and
Urban Merchants in Early Stuarts

ZHANG Song-tao

(College of Historical Culture and Tourism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract:In early Stuarts, kings built a reciprocal commercial relationship with urban mer-
chants. Kings sold some privileges for economic and political interests, while urban merchants
were sometimes forced to accept this commercial relationship, otherwise they would suffer loss of
self-interests. The establishment and maintenance of the commercial relationship between both
sides relied often on the courtiers as a medium, which facilitated the corruption. Some behaviors
of kings also stimulated expansion of the corruption, damaged the commercial relationship with
urban merchants, promoted divisions between urban merchants, and aggravated common people’
s dissatisfaction.

Key words: the early Stuarts; king; urban merchants; commercial relationship
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