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Red Fourth Army’s Policy and Its Change for Chieftains
in the Northwest of Sichuan and North of Xikang in the Mid-1930s

TIAN Li-jun

(College of Historical Culture and Tourism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: Fourth Front Army of Chinese Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army which entered
the northwest of Sichuan expanded Soviet Areas in Sichuan and Shaanxi province to Maoxian,
Wenchuan, Lixian and the great and small Jinchuan Watershed in May 1935. The Red Fourth
Army collapsed the chieftain regime, liberated slaves who were called wazi, seized food con-
trolled by chieftains, redistributed fields and houses of chieftains and won local peoples’ support,
but suffered consistently intense confrontation from chieftains in the northwest of Sichuan. After
they fought into the north of Xikang area in early 1936, Red Fourth Army changed the policy
which combated chieftains into association with them or keeping neutral so that some local chief-
tains and lama supported or remained neutral. The direct cause was policy adjustment from the
Comintern, but the primary one was that Red Fourth Army was confronted with severe issues for
survival. Certainly, these which Soviet revolutionary policy of inertia and objective social situa-
tion in the north of Xikang province did not make Red Fourth Army bring about the real alliance
with chieftains.

Key words: the mid-1930s; the northwest of Sichuan; the north of Xikang; Red Fourth Ar-

my; policy for chieftains; policy adjustment
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