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On History and Distance

GUO Hua-rong

(Department of History, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: The most difficulties when we look into history lie in the distances between the
things or persons of the past and us. Those distances include geographic distance, time distance,
the differences of social development levels, the master of historical document and etc. Distance
plays an intensive role between the explorer and historical facts. It helps us to regard the things
or persons of the past in a positive way, hides or even messes up the facts so that they turn into
permanent mysteries, and reveals the facts, even those miserable facts. Distance is not uncon-
querable so that we should try to avoid being too absolute, treat main stream calmly and admit
those permanent mysteries.

Key words: distance; history; historical document; historical research
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