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Equal Pension: The Enlightenment and Constitution Contemplation
of Legal Reform of Urban Workers’ Pension

ZHOU Wei

(Law School, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: Before the 1980s, Chinese urban workers and employees in government and public
units enjoy the equal pension system which exemplifies the social consensus of equal pension.
The pension reform of urban workers between the late 1980s and early 21th century has its spe-
cific historical, economical and systematic conditions and rationality. However, the delayed pen-
sion reform of employees in government and public units causes the inequality of pension system
between urban workers and employees in government and public units. It does not accord with
the constitutional equality of all the laborers’ pensions. The unity of pension systems of the en-
terprises, the public institutions and the government units is the due practice of China’s equal
pension system of laborers. It also provides a legal protection for China’s pension system on the
basis of equality before the law.

Key words: urban workers of enterprises; equal pension; legal reform; constitution contem-

plation
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