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On the Genuine Ego Existentialism of Confucian Aesthetics

LI Tian-dao

(College of Liberal Arts, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract ; Confucian, Dao and Buddhism aesthetics all put great emphasis on the genuine ego of
man’ s existence. They look into the nature of man from the perspective of existence. According to Confu-
cian aesthetics, the realm of benevolence is the existence situation of one’ s genuine ego. Moreover, Con-
fucian aesthetics stresses the cultivation of individual self-awareness. Benevolence contains both the living
situation and aesthetic realm and thus purifies the inner world of man. It is the genuine ego of man’s ex-
istence with highly appreciation of life consciousness and the aesthetic interest of looking into the nature
of life.

Key words : Confucian aesthetics; the aesthetic domain of benevolence ; seek virtue and acquire it;

for benevolence from their own; genuine ego existentialism
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