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On the Function and Method of Special Topics
in Digest Academic Periodicals

ZHANG Xue-wen

(Periodical Office of Xinhua Digest, Beijing 100706, China)

Abstract ; At present, digest academic periodicals, as an informative academic periodical, not only
have the functions of search, browse and exchange, but also changes from a platform in demonstrating ac-
ademic achievements to a platform of leading academic research. The special topics of digest academic
periodicals have attracted the attention of researchers. As the inner expression of academic thoughts, spe-
cial topics discuss academic and practical issues with keen insights. It has mainly two ways: one is to fo-
cus on the highlights and general issues of social innovation and development, the fundamental policies,
key points and difficult points of livelihood policies as well as deep comprehension of the academic and
policy significance of practical work and social issues. The other is to extract themes from the theoretical
research and practice on various subjects, fields and interdisciplinary home and abroad. The main opera-
tional methods include: the original special topics based on the development trend of a specific field,
with important issues of frontier research or scholarly exploration as the research subject; the disputes of
ideas or the complementarities of different schools since the selected articles of a certain special topic of
the same theme are mostly from different resources. The methods demonstrate the subjectivity, creativity
and meta-study of digest compiling and finally promote the re-innovation of theories of social science.

Key words:digest academic periodicals; special topics; functions; methods
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