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The Suzerain Status of ZHANG Shi
in the Daoxue of Song Dynasty and His Influence

ZHANG Jing-song
(The Thought Research of ZHANG Jun and ZHANG Shi, Beijing 100140
Research Center of ZHANG Shi’ s Thought and Shu Learning, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract :ZHANG Shi held the suzerain status in the daoism of Song dynasty and made a significant
contribution for the theoretical construction and dissemination of daoism, which was affirmed and highly
appraised by famous scholars such as ZHU Xi, YANG Wan-li, FANG Hui, YUE Ke, DU Gao, HAN Bi-
ao and ZHEN De-xiu. ZHANG Shi not only takes the “Li” into his mind, but also emphasized the nature
as the master of all things. He advocates practical statecraft and practiced personally. The great influence
of ZHANG Shi’ s thought can be found in Huxiang school and Shu school, and even in modern times.
Therefore , the discussion of contemporary values of ZHANG Shi’ s thought is quite significant.

Key words :ZHANG Shi; daoism of Song dynasty; suzerain status; influence
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