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On Cultural Interpretation of the Term “Xihe” in QU Yuan’s Ci

TANG Hong, HUANG Guan-rong

(College of International Education, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract ; Xihe is the term used repeatedly in Lisao and Tianwen by QU Yuan, however, its mean-
ing is yet disagreed. Shanhaijing explained it as mother sun, the wife of Emperor Jun and Shangshu
named it as the almanac officer. In QU Yuan’s Ci, Dongjun is the sun-god and thus Xihe would be his
driver. And QU’ s understanding coordinates with the record of Huainanzi. There are other explanations
on Chuci which regard Xihe as sun or the sun-god. By the literary review, Xihe is interpreted as the sun-
goddess, then as the wife of Emperor Jun and finally the driver of the sun-god. There is another explana-
tion which believes that there exists some tight relationship between Xihe and helios, the ancient Greek
sun-god.

Key words: QU Yuan’s Ci; Xihe; cultural interpretation
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