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On Chinese Residents’ Cognition of Charitable Organizations :
A Comparison with the Cognition of Government and Enterprises

SHI Guo-liang

(College of Political Science and Law, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract ; Due to the primary stage of modern charitable organizations, there are some cognitive bia-
ses towards charitable organizations in China. With the data from a nationwide sampling survey, by com-
paring charitable organizations with government and enterprises, the paper finds that although people have
a basic understanding of the difference between charitable organizations and government and enterprises,
considerable percentage of residents cannot make a clear distinction. OLS model shows that universal trust
and media cognition can affect people’ s cognition of charitable organizations.

Key words : charitable organizations; government; enterprises; universal trust; media cognition
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