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Historical Change of Citizenship

XIE Wei-yan

(Law Institute, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract : The concept of citizenship as one of the basic categories of modern constitutional jurispru-
dence does not come up in modern states, as some scholars believe, but on the contrary it has a long his-
torical tradition. It comes up in ancient Greek city-states, is legalized in ancient Rome and generalized in
the Middle Ages, and goes through intricacies of people’ s understanding, to have its modern universal
constitutionalist import.

Key words : citizenship; city-state; negative citizen; positive citizen
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