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Social-Cultural Context of Childbearing Witchcraft
in Song Dynasty

FANG Yan

(History Department, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract ; Childbearing, originally a natural biological process, transforms into a social process due
to social-cultural formalization and compulsion. In the specific social-cultural background of the Song Dy-
nasty, childbearing witchcraft might as well be a way to solve the conflict between woman’ s natural duty
and their bearing perplex.

Key words : Song Dynasty; childbearing witcheraft; social-cultural context
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