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About Legal System of Ming Dynasty

LIU Chang-jiang

(Scientific Research Office, Daxian Higher Normal School, Dazhou, Sichuan 635000, China)

Abstract: China’ s feudal legal system arrives at perfection in the Ming Dynasty. The Ming central
judicial institutions are formally named as three interdependent judicial departments and during a trall
practise the joint-trial system of Xingbu hearing, Dalisi reviewing and Duchayuan supervising. This is ac-
tually a kind of power restriction for the purpose of preventing the Xingbu from monopolizing judicial pow-‘
er. But in the actual operating progress, the judicial power is impeded by the imperial power, the queen
and the honoured noble relatives and administrators, especially the interference of Changwei in later-mid-
dle Ming, which cause the legal system suffer great damage and lead to the many serious wrong cases in
the Ming Dynasty.

Key words: three interdependent judicial departments; joint trial; power restriction ; imperial power
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