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A Brief Discussion on House settlement of
Natural Disasters Victims in the Song Dynasty

WEI Hua-xian

(College of Historical Culture and Tourism, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract; Fire, flood, typhoon, earthquake and landslides are the four kinds of natural disasters
which destroyed most of houses in the Song dynasty. Fire and flood are the most catastrophic which cause
drastic threat and damage to people’s life and property. The Song government managed different house-
arranging measures for the victims. It not only had temporary and short-time-effect ways for keeping the
victims from exposing, but also took permanent and long-time-effect measures to reconstruct homes. In
the whole process of housing placement for victims, the Song government played a leading role, while all
social forces took active part. All these movements indicate that the Song dynasty had mature guiding ide-
ology and measures in the settlement of victims.

Key words:the Song dynasty ; natural disasters; houses destroyed ; the house settlement measures of

victims
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