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Apptempt at Four Traditions in Western Classic Theory
of Literature and Art

KOU Peng-cheng

(Chinese Department, Southwest Normal University, Chonging 400715, China)

Abstract: There are four traditions in Western classic theory of literature and art from the ancient
Greek to the middle 19th century. They are tradition of imitation and representation in the relation of lit-
erature and art and the world, tradition of passion and genius in the relation of literature and art and writ-
ers, tradition of instruction in the relation of literature and art and readers, and tradition of aesthetics in
the works’ own aesthetic value. It is notable that the four traditions frequently emerge simultaneously in
the same historical period. The tradition constitutes unique features of Western arts.

Key words: Western classic theory of literature and art; tradition
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