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Mao Dun’ s Significance in Present China

CAO Wan-sheng

(Literature and Journalism Institute, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610065, China)

Abstract: Mao Dun’ s novels reveal that capitalists are new representatives of productivity in
China’ s modern society and Mao Dun is a writer of greatest productivity significance in China’s modern
literature history, which are not studied by the academia. The new productivity significance is the em-
ployment of western management and advanced productive tools to manage modern enterprises, finance,
security and promote rapid capital increment. Historically, A Q belongs to the past, while Wu Sunfu be-
longs to the future. Of the modern writers, Mao is the only one who has distinct consciousness of enter-
prise and finance. It is the basic value of Mao’ s creation to praise industrial civilization and refute agri-
cultural culture.

Key words:Mao Dun; productivity; industrial civilization; modern finance; Zi Ye theme
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