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Participation in, Estrangement From and
Contending Against Authority-Overstepping
on the Part of Late Song’ s Confucian Idealists

ZHANG Jin-ling; WU Qing-hua

( History Department, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610068, China)

Abstract; Late Song witnesses Confucian idealists’ complaint in half a century about injustice on
King’ s Ji behalf, whose social political significance is to safeguard Confucian moral principles and to
contend against authority-overstepping through the complaint. They take an attitude of grievance against,
estrangement from and contending against Song Lizong and Shi Miyuan, who overstep their authority and
damage the normal feudalist ruling order and social stability. They are a progressive force representing so-
cial justice and intuitive knowledge, but a weak force of internal contradiction. It is a dilemma for them
to contend against authority-overstepping and participate in it.

Key words:Son Lizong; Confucian school of idealism; Confucian idealist; King Ji’s
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