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On Adorno’ s Aesthetic

Yang Xiao-lian

(Chinese Department, Yuxi College, Yongchuan, Chongging 402168, China)

Abstract: Adorno’ s aesthetic possesses an important position in the history of western aes-

thetics. On the standpoint of thoroughly criticizing contemporary capitalist industrial civilization,

taking modern art as the core subject of aesthetic study, Adorno makes a special effort to study is-

sues of the essence features of modern art, the criticizing and saving functions of art, and the form

and antonomy of art, and holds that the essence of art lies in the negation of reality through which

art possesses functions of criticizing reality and saving humanity, and the autonomy of art is the

supporting point for all.

Key words: Adorno; aesthetic; essence features; criticizing function; saving function; au-

tonomy of art
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