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Si Shu and Xue Tang: Dualistic Educational Structure
at the beginning of the 20th Century

JIA Guo-jing

(History and Culture Institute, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: There exists a dualistic structure of the old and the new in modern China’s education
system in the course of social change, which is obvious in the elementary education for Xue Tang
and Si Shu are representative in the new and the old systems respectively. at the Beginning of the
20th Century, Xue Tang cannot replace Si Shu, which is still in large proportion, althongh the re-
placement is the genereal trend. Because of the adaptability of Si Shu and the immaturity of Xue
Tang, there exist between the two conflict and competition, and complementarity and inheritance
as well. It reflects to a large extent the features of China’ s education modernization, and indirect-
ly the social environment of the time.

Key words:at the biginning of the 20th century; Si Shu; Xue Tang; dualistic structure
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