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Nie Hai Hua and Modern Change of
Chinese Historical Novel Pattern

YANG Lian-fen

(Chinese Department, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract ; Historical novel creations by Wu Jianren and Lin Shu represent two tendencies in the late
Qing and the early Republic: the former follows the tradition of popular historical novel, while the latter
pursues the value of biographical style. The historical narrative of Nie Hai Hua by Zeng Pu reveals the
stormy times and the course of history, instead of describing important historical events or figures direct-

“non-hero” and “non-moral” of the protagonists’

ly, which embodies features of “custom history”. The
spiritual characteristics differentiates itself from traditional historical narrative. and embodies Zeng Pu’ s
acceptance of the romantic spirit of French novel. Nie Hai Hua’ s effort to dig the root of Chinese cultural
tradition suppressing development of history and human nature makes us sense the subject consciousness
and humanism different from the “orthodox” of traditional historical novel’ s narrative utterance. This
embodies the change of Chinese novel from classic to modern.

Key words: Nie Hai Hua; historical novel; modernity; French novel

[TtEms 2 4]

70



