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An Investigation on Fiscal Transparency at the County Level .
A Pilot Survey of Sichuan Province

CHEN Long-jin, FENG Li-pei

(College of Public Finance and Taxation, Southwestern University of Finance and Economics, Chengdu, Sichuan 611130, China)

Abstract; With the establishment of modern financial system and the continuous deepening of the
modernization reform of state governance, the increasing call for raising fiscal transparency and fiscal
transparency has become a hot issue to the government and academia. Breaking through the limitation of
former research of national or provincial level, this study presents the first survey results on fiscal trans-
parency at the county level in China. With a sample of the 181 counties (urban districts, county-level
cities, or autonomous counties) in Sichuan province, the study takes a keen insight into status quo of fis-
cal transparency of county-level government and its influencing factors since county-level government is
the supplier of local public goods and subject of regional governance. The result shows that the average
score of county-level fiscal transparency in Sichuan is not high. Further quantitative analysis indicates that
geographic location, administrative structure, economic growth, industrial structure, and growth in fiscal
revenues per capita play critical roles in determining local fiscal transparency.

Key words : modern financial system; fiscal transparency; county-level government; Sichuan prov-

ince
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