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The Altar of God in Sichuan Province in the Qing Dynasty

LIN Yi-gang

( Department of Sociology,Sichuan International Studies University , Chongging 400031, China)

Abstract; The belief in altar of God prevailed in Sichuan area in the Qing dynasty, until today the
belief in altar of God also exists widely in Tujia area as well as the vast regions of Han nationality in Si-
chuan. The belief in altar of God in Sichuan area is not the legacy of Tujia worship of ancestors but the
variation and localization of Jinchu belief of the witch culture and Nuo culture under the background of
traditional Wu culture of Central Plains. The belief in altar of God exists widely in the western part of Hu-
bei province bordering Sichuan region. So the belief in altar of God in Sichuan region is the result of cul-
tural communication between Sichuan region and Hubei Province. The altar of God in Sichuan region is
neither the ancestor god, nor the Nuo God, but the god of family protection of the witch culture and Nuo
culture.

Key words : popular religion; Sichuan; the altar of God; ancestor god; God of family protection
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