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Restudy of the Chongqing Casualties Caused by the Japanese Bombing
during the Counter-Japanese War

PAN Xun

(a. College of History and Culture, b. Research Center for the Study of the Rear Area
during the Anti-Japanese War Period, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China)

Abstract:Japan’s indiscriminate bombing of the wartime capital of Chongqing, was once the
focus of attention both at home and abroad. The casualties caused by the bombing are representa-
tive of the inhuman Japanese atrocities in China. About the casualties, there exist both the war-
time and postwar survey statistics as well as later scholars’ research and discussion. But as a re-
sult of the confusing mass of the survey data and the limitations of research vision, there is not
yet a convincing conclusion. The study of the bombing casualties in wartime Chongqing, requires
full exploration of detailed and reliable original archives and full awareness of the limitations of
the archives. Maybe our study could never arrive at a completely accurate casualty count. But at
least we can get the minimum number of casualties caused by the Japanese bombing.
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