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Emotional-Ration Substructure of LLI Ze-hou’s Practical Aesthetics

XU Bi-hui

(Institute of Philosophy. Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: The theory of emotional-ration substructure is the LI Ze-hou’s most important
thoughts in his late period. LI Ze-hou developed an original, creative and innovative system of i-
deas which is based on Marxist view of practice stemmed from the starting point of the fact of
“human’s being alive”. In his theory of emotional-ration substructure(ERS), LI Ze-hou exam-
ined the connection between the traditional Chinese pragmatic reason, the measure-based wisdom
and the Marxist notion of practice. Thus he combined Marxist practical philosophy with Chinese
Confucianism. Therefore, ERS became the final purpose of his practical aesthetics. The practical
philosophy is still the basis of ERS theory which is, on the one hand, a reification of notions of
“the humanization of inner natures” and “the psychological substructure” and on the other hand,

an inheritance of confucian thoughts of Ren and Xiao. The principal purpose of ERS discusses
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how one can grasp the chance or control one’s contingency, settle down and get on with one’s
pursuits in the world when facing strong unpredictability and inevitability. This paper focuses on
an analysis of the connotation of LI Ze-hou’s theory of emotional-ration substructure from his
works such as Pragmatic Season and Optimistic Culture, the Modern Interpretation of the
Analects of Confucius, Five Speeches in Jimao, Seeking of Philosophy, and so on. The paper
discusses LLI’s thoughts from five aspects, namely, the practical basis of the ERS: the philoso-
phy of “doing” and the essentiality of the “measure”; the world view of the ERS . the idea of
“one-world” stemming from the idea of “shamanism rationalized”; the ethical connotation of the
ERS: the distinction of the Li and Ren, and their constructions; the core of the ERS.: the confor-
mation of the humane emotion and the purpose of the ERS: grasping the chance to establish one-
self as well as the development of the individual subjectivity.

Key words: motional-ration substructure(ERS) ; LI Ze-hou; practical aestheticse
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