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The Structural Transformation of
China-Brazil Trade in the “New Normal”

ZHONG Dian

(Faculty of Spanish and Portuguese, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: The trade relations between China and Brazil have experienced a boom in the past
ten years, however, as Chinese economy has entered the structural slowdown and as Brazilian e-
conomy has suffered a serious downturn, they seem to be caught in a stagnation. After nearly
two decades of rapid growth, the “complementary trade” relations between the two are no longer
sustainable, and a new breakthrough has to be found. Therefore, China and Brazil should adjust
their perspectives to achieve a successful structural transformation of bilateral trade. Under the
“new normal” of Chinese economic growth, the two countries should tap the cooperation poten-
tial in key areas, aiming the trade diversification and industrial docking., so that a more balanced,
mutually beneficial and sustainable “relationship beyond the complementarily” can be built,
which serves as a new exemplary model of South-South relationship.

Key words: the new normal; structural transformation of China-Brazil trade; relationship be-

yond the complementarily
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