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Evolvement, Leading Logic and Optimizing System of
Policy on Adjusting Rural Primary and Middle Schools

ZHANG Li-zhen

(School of Humanities, Xidian University, Xi’an, Shaanxi 710126, China)

Abstract;: Policy on adjusting rural primary and middle schools raised by the central govern-
ment aims at enlarging education scope and optimizing education resources, whereas, due to ob-
sessive policy implementation by local governments, it has brought about crisis to Chinese educa-
tion, i.e., congested in cities, weak in towns and hollow in villages. Chronologically, the policy
experiences three key stages., namely, establishing policy images. policymakers changing their
focuses and institutional friction. Further exploration reveals that this policy includes three pairs
of logic behind, namely equity vs. efficiency, administrative power vs. civil rights, public partici-
pation vs. elite decision, and they all, to a certain degree, are unbalanced. Therefore, it is of
great importance to terminate local government’ decision and action, and at the same time seri-
ously define the functions of rural education. On this basis, it is necessary to widely consult with
villagers to readjust the scheme and improve performance appraising system, otherwise the crisis
of education would remain unsettled.

Key words: policy on adjusting rural primary and middle schools; policy images; institutional

friction; rural education function; policy termination
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