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From Function Division to Distractive Division:Subordinate
Officials of local governments in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

WANG Quan-wei

(School of Law & Politics, Ocean University of China, Qingdiao, Shandong 266100, China)

Abstract: In Ming local governments, subordinate officials were the assistants of magis-
trates, and meanwhile in charge of function affairs. There were many functions divided by the
their content, and distributed among the subordinate officials. But there were also some subordi-
nate officials that in charge of given district. In the alternation of Ming and Qing, due to such rea-
sons as the supervisor responsibility system and mass layoff, the functional subordinate officials
were reduced on big scale and the distractive subordinate officials kept stead and even got in-
creased. As a result, the distractive subordinate officials became the major of the fellows. Subor-
dinate officials in local government in the Qing dynasties were mainly responsible for function di-
vision and their district functioned as subcountry level administrative regions.

Key words: the Ming and Qing dynasties; local government; subordinate officials; function

division; distractive division; functional official
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