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Typical Patterns and Problems of
Urbanization Promoted by Tourism

ZHANG Xin-sheng

(School of Social and Behavioral Science, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210046, China)

Abstract: Besides the traditional urbanization driven by industrialization, tourism urbaniza-
tion is also an important path to realize urbanization in the post-industrial era. In the background
of developing new-type urbanization in China, the study on the typical patterns of tourism urban-
ization has its theoretical and practical significance of enriching the theory of urbanization and
guiding the practice. Through literature review and comparison between tourism urbanization
mode of China and that of western countries, the paper analyzes the process mechanism of
tourism urbanization and five typical patterns of its core driving factors, namely resource, crea-
tivity, market, consumption and capital. The characteristics and main problems of those patterns
are then analyzed. Combined with the national top-level design of new urbanization and the 13th
five-year-plan, this paper discusses the misunderstanding of tourism urbanization, in order to
provide a reference for the practice of tourism urbanization of local government.

Key words: new-type urbanization; tourism; tourism urbanization; urbanization tourism;

typical pattern; driving factors
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