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Political Assurance on Peace in Edo Period ofJapan

LI Zhuo

(Japan Institute, Nankai Univerity, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: Learning lessons from the frequent Gekokujo incidents and social disorder in the
senkoku period and in order to stabilize the ruling systems, as well as to maintain the controll o-
ver the whole country, Tokogawa Ieyasu and its successor Shoguns regroup the Daimyos to three
types: Shinpan, Fudai and Tozama, in terms of their closeness to the Tokugawa Bakufu. Howev-
er, local Daimyos, particularly the Tozama Daimyos remained potential threats to the Bakufu’s
ruling. Thus, efficient ruling on Daimyos and eliminating potential risks became pressing tasks.
To do that, the Bakufu took a series of detailed measures, including promulgating new laws,
strengthening punishment and deterrence through kaieki, carrying out Sankin Kotai policy to im-
prove Shogun’s authority, and adopting the Gun’eki policy to weaken the Daimyos.

Key words: Bakuhan Taisei; ruling on Daimyo; Buke shoho do; kaieki; Sankin Kotai; Gun’
eki
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