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Re-evaluation of the Status and Function of Chengdu
in the History of Ancient China

HE Yi-min

(Institute for Urban Study, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610064, China)

Abstract: From middle geography prospective, Chengdu, located in Sichuan basin, has poor external traffic.
However, from macro geography prospective of China and Asia, Chengdu serves as the junction of three lines of com-
munications and economic belts, namely the Northern Silk Road, the Southern Silk Road and Yangtze River Econom-
ic Zones. Before the Qin and Han dynasties, the Southern Silk Road, starting from Chengdu, was opened and lasted
for more than 2000 years and became an important channel for economic and cultural exchanges between inland areas
and other regions such as today’s Yunnan province, Myanmar and other parts of Southeast Asia. During the period of
Emperor Wudi in the Han dynasty, the Northern Silk Road was opened and Chengdu became the main supply on this
trade route in that Shujin and other silk products from Chengdu were discovered from the important archaeological
sites along the Silk Road. During the years between the Northern and Southern dynasties, because of war in the Hexi
Corridor. the Northern Silk Road was interrupted. As a result, “Henan road” which took Chengdu as the starting
point via Gansu and Qinghai to the Western region has become a new Northern Silk Road, which contributed to the
sustaining commercial prosperity between China and Asian and European Countries. As the centre of politics, econo-
my and culture of upper reaches of the Yangtze River, Chengdu has maintained very close ties with regions in the
middle and lower reaches of the river from an early stage of pre-Qin period and linked to Maritime Silk Route directly
or indirectly via those major cities along the river. Hence, Chengdu has become the junction of three main economic
belts and the hub of communications in ancient China, which contributes to three rises during pre-Qin period, the
Han dynasty as well as Tang and Song dynasties.

Key words: ancient Chengdu; opening-up both internally and externally; three main economic belts in ancient

China; city of hub; three rises of Chengdu
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