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The Image of Sichuan in the Song Dynasty and Its Evolution

CAO Peng-cheng

(Research Institute of History, Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences, Chengdu, Sichuan 610071, China)

Abstract;: In the initial stage of the Northern Song dynasty, military unrest broke out so fre-
quently in Sichuan that the region was impressed by its preference for rebellion to obedience. And
the following decades saw gradual improvement of Sichuan’s image because of its political stabili-
ty for a long time. However, this process was interrupted by the incident of Zhaoshen’s rebel-
lion, which promoted the authorities to treat Sichuan with suspicion and precaution. After the de-
struction of the Northern Song dynasty, along with the increasingly important strategic position
of Sichuan, and the steady promotion of political and cultural influence of scholars from Sichuan,
the preconception that Sichuan people inclined to rebel was changed, and the image of Sichuan
was ultimately reversed. The evolution of Sichuan’s image, therefore, can be regarded as an ex-
emplary case of development process in China as a political and cultural community.

Key words: the Song dynasty; image of Sichuan; preference for rebellion to obedience; Si-

chuan people inclined to rebel; evolution process
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