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Rationality and Logic of Confucian Philosophy Dialectics

XIONG Ming-hui'*", LU You-yun®

(1. a. Institute of Logic and Cognition, b. Department of Philosophy, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou,
Guangdong 510275; 2. Teaching Department of Ideological and Political Theory.
Dongguan College of Science and Technology, Dongguan, Guangdong 523808, China)

Abstract: Confucian philosophy argument is based on natural language argument of practical
rationality instead of pure rationality, with whose logic more of a work-based logic satisfying
needs of problem solving and practical demonstration rather than a theoretical logic pursuing
western linear reasoning or form deduction. Confucian philosophy argument is actually a model
demonstration, not confined to the cognition of form deduction or pure objectiveness and it goes
further to be reasonable. In other words, it resorts to not only rational argument but also life ex-
periences to meet emotional needs and value expectation. It combines rational cognition with life
emotional experience to determine the direction and value of life. Thus, this mode of argument is
not a proving procedure constructed by linear reasoning, but an emotional and rational argument
mode combining cognition, emotion and understanding.

Key words: Confucian philosophy argument; work-based logic; informal logic; emotional and

rational argument
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