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Valuation, Thoughts and Solutions: the Evolution
of Thoughts on Public History Education in the Past 35 Years

LIU Kaijun

(Historical Culture and Tourism Institute, Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610066, China)

Abstract: In the past 35 years, the cognition and evaluation are done from three aspects, i.e.,
valuation, thoughts on the problems and its solutions. Researchers evaluate public history educa-
tion from cultivating people, inheriting civilization and understanding the future of the nation,
which attaches both humanistic feelings and political acting to public history education. However,
there are some shortcomings in the language and historical conception in the popularity of histo-
ry, such as errors in some historical facts, chaos in views of history, inaccurate diction, over-
pursuit of interest with ignorance of enlightenment. The academic circle makes an in-depth self-
examination and some consensus have been formed. Firstly, principles of public education need to
be established while means of communication should be updated. Secondly, the quality of subject
of public education should be improved and specialized talents should be trained. Thirdly, public
history should be developed under the example of foreign countries. In the future, criticism on
public history education is still needed. Governments at all levels, academic organizations and ac-
ademic societies should shoulder their own responsibilities and make their due contributions. Pub-
lic history education should serve the public but should keep the baseline of history and education.
Historians and non professional historians need to learn from each other and promote the healthy
development of public history education.

Key words: public history education; popular history; public history
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