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The Constitutional Dilemma and Introspection of
the Constitutional Compilation Bureau in the Late Qing Dynasty

LU Ye

(School of Administrative Law, South West University Of Political Science and L.aw, Chongqing 401120, China)

Abstract: From the historical experience of constitutional reform in Europe, one can come to
the conclusion that transition from an absolute state to the modern constitutional state is a feasi-
ble path. It is further proved by Meiji Restoration in Japan. The constitutionalism in the late Qing
dynasty is actually of the same way. In order to follow the example of European countries and Ja-
pan, the Qing government established the Constitutional Compilation Bureau to overall the con-
stitutional reform. But during the process of Constitutionalism the bureau was unable to solve the
dilemma that how to consolidate the monarchical power and carry out the restriction of system of
monarchical power while maintain the authority of the throne in the meantime. Such dilemma led
to the final failure of Constitutionalism. This dilemma cannot be settled because of the cognition
of the Qing government of the relationship between Constitutionalism and the monarchical power
as well as the maintenance mode of the monarchial power in ancient China.

Key words: the Constitutional reform in the late Qing dynasty; the Constitutional Compila-

tion Bureau; the Constitutional dilemma; Constitutionalization of monarchical power
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