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Discipline and Resistance in Early Education Modernization :
with School Time Management in the Late Qing Dynasty as a Case

WANG Hong-yu. YAN Guang-fen

(School of Education, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300354, China)

Abstract:In the special historical process of education modernization of the early Qing dynas-
ty, the introduction of the semester and school year system shaped the preliminary outline of
school time, while the appearance of the week and class hour completed the secondary division of
school time. A more and more strict system of ask for leave formed border control of school time.
In this way, a strict new school time system was established and began to play an imperceptibly
disciplinary role in educating human behavior and thoughts. Meanwhile, the private schools in ru-
ral areas kept their outdated stereotype. The open opposition and resistance demonstrate the con-
flict between the old and the new, and reflect the frustration and hardships in early modernization
process of education.

Key words: school; time management; early modernization of education
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