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Legal Amendment of Absolute Death Penalty

ZHANG Tuo

(Institute for Criminal Law Science, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: As the Amendment X to Criminal Law abolished the absolute death penalty of
kidnapping crime, corruption and bribery. there are only four kinds of crimes, namely crime of
skyjacking, crime of abducting and trafficking in women and children, crime of breaking jail by
violence and crime of armed rescuing the sin, which stipulate absolute death penalty. The aboli-
tion of absolute death penalty is helpful to coordinate the relationship between crimes and penal-
ties, carry out the lenient and sever criminal policy and promote the reform of the death penalty.
However, the revised legal sentence is still absolute and the relationship between crimes and pen-
alties still has defects. The form of “can be sentenced to death” as revised statutory punishment
after the abolition of death penalty is the most reasonable configuration mode.

Key words: absolute death penalty; legal amendment; configuration of penalty; the

Amendment IX to Criminal Law
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