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The Cause of the Statement of “Confucius’ Seventy Disciples”

SONG Ding-yi

(History Department, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 214000, China)

Abstract ;: Statement of “Confucius’ Seventy Disciples” originated from a kind of popular mili-
tary organization in late Spring and Autumn Period, in which seventy infantrymen fought under
the command of the leader and a relationship of subordination was therefore built. Confucius him-
self was proficient in military skills and military education was also an important subject in Con-
fucius’ education system. can be compared to the organization of seventy infantrymen following
noblemen. According to the two points above, people at that time would understand Confucius’
educational group according to the mode of seventy- infantryman organization, and so emerged
the statement of “Confucius’ Seventy Disciples”.

Key words: Confucius’ Seventy Disciples; seventy-infantryman organization military; mili-

tary characteristics; subordination; cognitive projection
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