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The Grammaticalization and Subjectivisation of Modal Adverb ol B

YANG Wan-bing*"®

(a.College of Chinese Language and Culture, b. Overseas Chinese Education

Research Institute, Jinan University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510610, China)

Abstract: From the diachronic perspective, the development of the Chinese character fij B
from a coordinating adjective into a modal adverb in contemporary Chinese indicates that this Chi-
nese character experienced a process of the co-existence and competition between marked form
and unmarked form. The transformation of its grammatical function from statement to rhetoric
and then to modal adverb is also a process of grammaticalization. lexicalization and subjectivisa-
tion. In that process, the abstraction of morpheme meaning and reanalysis are the main mecha-
nisms of these semantic and syntax changes.

Key words: modal adverb; & B ; lexicalization; grammaticalization; subjectivisation
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