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Trial-centeredness, Court Trial-centeredness and Judge-centeredness:

A Cognitional Framework of Trial-centeredness

LUO Wei-peng

(Law School, Sichuan University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610225, China)

Abstract: The concept of trial-centeredness includes court-centeredness, court trial-centered-
ness and judge-centeredness, among which court-centeredness is a result of the distribution of na-
tional power, court trial-centeredness emphasizes the legitimacy of court procedure, and judge-
centeredness emphasizes the judge’s motility at the trial. The three models have a progressive
logic in that court-centeredness comes first, court trial-centeredness comes second, and judge-
centeredness is the highest requirements as ideal model of trial-centeredness. Realizing the differ-
ent means of trial-centeredness under different semantic and pragmatic helps us find an accurate
position, set a goal, and select the right strategy. Thus, the destination of present judicial reform
is neither court-centeredness nor judge-centeredness, but court trial-centeredness. However,
court trial-centeredness is also a transition which would lead to judge-centeredness.

Key words:judicial reform; court-centeredness; trial-centeredness; court trial-centeredness;

judge-centeredness
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